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cipline, if one unlearns its methods as soon as one
has done with it, because it makes men tolerant of
criticism and even ridicule; its absence of senti-
ment makes them tough; its absence of coartesy
makes them strong.

But I did not like it at the time. He surveyed
- my belongings with good-humoured contempt,
He said he did not care for fiddling about a garden
himself, and at my fowl-house he jested of fleas.
In my library he said he had no time for poking
about with books. I asked him about his life at

p------; and he assured me it was not half bad ;

that the boys were all right if you knew how to
take them; and he told ^me some pleasant stories
of some of his inefficient colleagues. He said that
a good deal of the work was rot, but that they had
a first-rate cricket pitch, and a splendid Pro.

Yet this young man took a high classical degree,
and is, I know for a fact, an admirable school-
master, sensible, effective, and even wise; he makes
his boys work, and work contentedly, and he is
not only popular but really trusted by the boys.
He would never do a mean thing or an unkind
thing; he is absolutely manly, straightforward,
and honourable, and I gladly admit that a man's
behaviour on a social occasion is a very trivial
thing beside these greater qualities. But what is
it, then, which causes this curious gruffness and
rudeness, this apparent assumption that everyone
is slightly grotesque, low-minded, and dishonest ?
For the style of humour which this type develops
is the humour that consists in calling attention